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ADVERTISEMENT. 


1 T ts with extreme reluctance that the 


Author ſubmits to the public inſbection, 
a diſcourſe which can claim no other merit 
than a good intention. He hopes, however, 
that when it is known that it was compoſed 
en great haſte, without the moſt diſtant idea 
of its publication, and that it is now pub- 
liſhed at the earneſt requeſt of thoſe to whom 


it was preached, the public will receive it 
with candour. 


He has only to add, that as it was de- 
livered without notes, he cannot engage that 
it is printed verbatim as it was ſboken. 


Leeds, Feb, 19, 1795. 
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PHIL1PPIANS i. 27. FORMER PART. 


Only let your converſation be as it becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


My BRETHREN, 
SINCERELY congratulate you on the 


= connexion which you have now formed; 
and on the proſpect you have of attending 


the religious inſtructions of a miniſter whoſe 


character and abilities are ſo highly. reſpect- 
able, and whoſe liberal ſentiments are conge- 


nial to your own. May the connexion be 


a ſource of mutual ſatisfaction and im prove- 
ment, and productive of all the important 
purpoſes for which the chriſtian miniſtry was 
originally inſtituted. May my worthy brother, 
whom you have choſen to miniſter. to you in 

ſ „„ holy 


1 


. 
"IE" * r Way — — 3 


TD — 
* — <<" - he * 


— — 9 nr , 
- 1 wg * 332 


29,4 

holy things, ſo watch for your ſouls, and diſ- 
charge the various duties of his profeſſion, as 
that he may be able to give up his account 
with joy. And may you, among whom he 
has undertaken to preach the kingdom of 
God, and who are now his hope, be his crown 


of rejoicing, in the preſence of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, at his coming. 


To my congratulations and good wiſhes, 
permit me to add a « word of exhortation ;” 
and fo intreat you, with all the ardour of 
chriſtian friendſhip; to let your converſation 
be as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt, © You 
acknowledge the goſpel to be a divine inſti- 
tution. You profeſs to be the diſciples of 

Jeſus Chriſt ; and have voluntarily formed 
yourſelves into a chriſtian ſociety, for 'the 
purpoſe of performing the duties of ſocial 
| piety, and enjoying the privileges of chriſtian 


fellow. 


Li 1 
fellowſhip. See, then, that ye ſupport a cha« 


racter ſuited to the dignity of your profeſſion, 
and that, in all your tranſactions, in the world 
and in the church, you conduct yourſelves as 


ne” 


denizens of the heavenly Jeruſalem. | 


You have, no doubt, remarked a peculiar 
energy, and tenderneſs in the Apoſtle's lan- 
guage to his Philippian friends. Only let your 
converſation be as becometh the goſpel. As 
if he had ſaid, This ſhort exhortation in- 
cludes in it all the advice, which the moſt 
affectionate concern for your proſperity and 


happineſs induces me to give you.“ 


I need not tell you that, by the goſpel of © 
Chriſt, we are to underſtand that ſyſtem of 
religion of which Jeſus Chriſt is the author, 
and which is contained in the new Teſtament. 


That glorious ſyſtem, which was delivered to 
| B 2 man- 
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mankind by the Son of God himſelf, and by 
his Apoſtles, whom he authorized and quali- 
fied to promul gate his doctrines. You, my 
brethren, who believe the truth of chriſtianity, 
and- undetſtand its doctrines, cannot be at a 
Joſs to determine what kind of converſation 
| that is which becometh the goſpel of Chriſt. 
The goſpel is profeſſedly intended and admi- 
rably calculated to promote the intereſts of 
religion and virtue. Every part of it is adapted 
to inſpire ſentiments of the moſt elevated 
piety, and to excite us to the cultivation of 
all the perſonal virtues, and the conſcientious 
diſcharge of all the duties of ſocial life. 
All the doctrines which chriſtianity inculcates, 
and all the laws it enjoins, all the examples 
it holds up to our view, all the promiſes, and 
all the threatenings which it contains, all the 


views it gives us of the Divine character, and 
all the proſpects it opens before us of a future 
hace "6K 
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ſtate of exiſtence, are uniformly calculated ta 
impreſs the mind with a ſenſe of the import. 
ance of holineſs, and its indiſpenſible neceſſity 
in order to our preſent and future felicity. 
And, above all, the wonderful plan of redemp- 
tion, which the goſpel exhibits, furniſhes the 
moſt powerful motives to the love and prac- 
tice of virtue, of which the human mind can 
poſſibly conceive. Now, when our conduct 
in life correſponds with the genius of chriſti- 
anity ; when we act under the influence of 
evangelical principles, and the whole of our 
behaviour is regulated by the laws of our 
divine Maſter, then our converſation is as 


becometh the goſpel of Chriſt. 


And is it not the indiſpenſible duty of the 
profeſſors of chriſtianity to maintain ſuch a 
converſation ? Is it not your duty, my 
brethren, and will it not be your intereſt to 
do 8 . Give 
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Give me leave, then, to be more particu- 
har, and to exhort you, in the firſt place, to 
conduct yourſelves, in all your tranſactions, as 
a chriſtian ſociety, in ſuch a manner as be- 
cometh the goſpel of Chriſt. | 


As I am fully perſuaded that you are not 
unacquainted - with the nature of a goſpel 
church, and the mutual obligations of its 
members, I think it totally unneceſſary for me 
particularly to point out the ſeveral duties 
1 you owe to your miniſter, and, to each 
other. It may not, however, be impertinent 
juſt to mention a few things, which, though 
they naturally reſult from the principles, and 
are perfectly agreeable to the ſpirit of our holy 
religion, are, I fear, too little regarded by 
many chriſtian ſocieties; eſpecially by ſome 5 
; of our owndenomination, I ſhall not preſume 
to enjoin them upon you, with a dictatorial 

authority ; 


n } 
authority ; I ſhall only recommend-them to 
your ſerious and-impartial conſideration ; and 
I hope you will not be offended if I do this 


with the greateſt freedom. Suffer me, then, 


to propoſe to you the three following queſ- 


tions. 


' Firſt—ls it not the duty of chriſtians to 
attend the miniſtry of thoſe whom they elect 
their religious inſtructors, with minds open to 
conviction, and ſincerly defirous of knowing 
and embracing the truth? I am confident 
that all of you, at leaſt, all of you with whom 
I have the happineſs to be acquainted, will 
readily grant that it is. I fear there are per- 
ſons to be met with, even among the proteſ- 
tant dMenters, who wiſh to tie down their 


miniſters to ſome ſyſtem of religious opinions, 


com piled by fallible men; and who, when 
they hear a ſermon, examine the doctrines of 
1 | the - 
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the preachet, not by the word of God, but by 
the articles of their own favorite creed; 
Among ſuch people, a miniſter cannot ſuggeſt 
a ſingle thought which does not perfectly 
accord with their pre- conceived opinions, 

without incurring the odious charge of hereſy, 
: and being treated as an enemy to the goſpel. 
They do not, in words, pretend to infallibility, 
and yet they ſeem to think it impoſſible for 
them to err. Far from wiſhing, and praying 
that God would teach them what they know 
not,” they are afraid of becoming wiſer than 
they are, and tremble at the idea of extending 
their knowledge beyond the limits of their 
own contracted ſyſtem. I do not mean to 
inſinuate that this is the caſe with you, my 
brethren. No, the ſteps you have now 
taken, and the choice you have made of a 
miniſter, ſufficiently demonſtrate that it is 
not. And 1 hope you will always carefully 
guard 


* 
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guard againſt every thing that is inconſiſtent 
wich the rights of private judgment, and the 


impartial inveſtigation of truth. Remember, 


that as your miniſter doesnot pretend to be lord 
af your faith, ſo, on the other hand, you can 
claim no authority over his. It is his duty to 


declare to you the whole of what he believes to 


be the counſel of God. He will not conceal his 
ſentiments, and preach a doctrine which he 


does not believe, in order to ſecure the appro- 


bation, or avoid the cenſure of his hearers. 


Nor could he do it, without incurring the 


guilt of hypocriſy, and rendering his character 
deteſtable in the ſight of God. He is under 
the moſt ſolemn obligations to renounce * the 
hidden things of diſhoneſty,” and by a faithful 
manifeſtation of the truth to every man's con- 


ſcience, to approve himſelf unto God. Your 


miniſter does not, however, pretend to have 
received any new revelation, or to be an 
| C infal- 
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infallible interpreter of that/which the Divine 
Being has already given us. He will not 
deliver his opinions with an oracular poſitivity; 
but propoſe them for your ſerious examina- 
tion : And when you examine them with 
impartiality and candour; when, like the noble 
Bereans, you ſearch, not human creeds, but the 
holy ſcripture, to ſee whether his doctrines 
are true or not, then your behaviour will be, 


in this particular, as becometh the goſpel of 


Chriſt. 


Second Ought not chriſtian ſocieties care- 
fully to avoid inſiſting on unſcriptural terms of 


communion; eſpecially ſuch as will exclude 


ſincere chriſtians from any of thoſe ordinances 
which their Divine Maſter has appointed far 
the advantage of all his diſciples, and on 
which he requires them all to attend? Jeſus 
Chriſt has commanded all his diſciples, without 


excep- 
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exception, however imperfect their know 


ledge, however weak their faith may be, to 
commemorate his death, and to have fellow- 
| ſhip one with another. And ſhall we refuſe 
to admit perſons into our ſociety becauſe they 
do not perfectly agree with us in all the punc- 
tilious niceties of opinions, reſpecting which 
the wiſeſt and beſt of chriſtians may differ ? 


I am happy to find that you, my brethren, '_ 
have no human creed to be ſigned, no articles : 4 
of faith to be ſubſcribed to, by the members 

of your ſociety ; and I truſt that, in che d- 1 


miſſion of members in future, you will act on 


the ſame liberal principles, and with the OY | 


chriſtian ſimplicity. And here I cannot help 
aſking, whether the goſpel gives us any autho- 


rity to refuſe communion to a perſon merely 
becauſe his ſentiments reſpecting the ordi- 
nance of baptiſm are different from our own? 
Does a miſtake reſpecting this inſtitution, 

C2 unfit 
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kh for, ee right to 
the other ordinances of the church of Chriſt ? 
Jn a word, have we any right to demand of a 


candidate for chriftian fellowſhip, any terms 
of admiſſion but a credible profeſſion of re- 


pentance towards God, and faith towards our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Our divine Legiſlator 


muſt have foreſeen that there would be differ- 
ences of opinion among his diſciples, reſpect- 


ing this ordinance; and yet he has not given 


us the leaſt intimation that it is his will that 


the miſtaken party ſhould be excluded from 
his houſe and table. There were, indeed, 


very conſiderable differences of opinion in the 


apoſtolic church, though they did Vt relate 


to the ordinance of baptiſm; and the apoſtle - 


Paul tells the Romans, in the fourteenth chap- 
ter of his epiſtle to them, that theſe differ- 
ences ought not to be conſidered as a har to 
chriſtian en He exhorts them to 


receive 
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receive thoſe who were weak inthe faith into 
their ſociety, and to treat them with candour 
and forbearance. And he maintains, that they 
| had no authority to reject ſuch as Chriſt had 
received into the number of his diſciples. If 
you read over the whole of that excellent 


chapter, with minds free from prejudice, and 


apply the principles of mutual toleration, 
which the apoſtle eſtabliſhes, to the ſubject of 
which we are now ſpeaking, I cannot but think 


you would be obliged to conclude, that the con- 


duct of thoſe chriſtian ſocieties which practice 
catholic communion, is, in this reſpect, at 
leaſt, becoming the goſpel of Chriſt.* 


Third—Is not an harſh and rigourous diſci- 


pline contrary to the genius of the goſpel, 


and 


» See an excellent pamphlet an this ſubject, entitled, 
The General Doctrine of Toleration, applied to the parti- 
cular caſe of free communion,” by the late Mr, Robinſon, 
of Cambridge, 
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and a violation of the benevolent principles 
on which chriſtian ſocieties ought to be con- 
ſtituted? The purpoſes for which chriſtians 
ought to form themſelves into particular ſoci- 
eties, are, the ſupport and advancement of the 
chriſtian intereſt, and their own mutual edifi- 
cation and comfort; and I readily grant that 
theſe great ends of their aſſociation are not 
likely to be accompliſhed, unleſs they ſtrictiy 
obſerve thoſe” excellent rules of diſcipline, 
which our great Lawgiver has appointed. I 
cannot help thinking the total negle& of 
church diſcipline, one principal cauſe of the 
evident decline of religion in ſome diſſenting 
congregations ; and I earneſtly wiſh. that you, 
my brethren, may never be remiſs in exerciſing 
it. It is your indiſpenſible duty, as a chureh 


of - Chriſt, not only to ſupport the weak, and 
eomfort the feeble-minded, but to warn them 
that are unruly. 1 Thefalontans v. 14. And 

* a 
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if a member of your ſociety ſhould. live in the 
practice of vice and impiety; if, as the apoſtle 
ſpeaks, a man that is called a brother be, a 
fornicator, or covetous, or an idolator,. or a 
railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, you 
are bound, by a regard to the honour of reli - 


gion, as well as by the expreſs laws of Jeſus 
Chriſt, to exclude him from your ſociety. 


But, while you endeavour to maintain pro · 
per order and diſcipline in the houſe of God, 
let me entreat you to do it in the ſpirit of 


meekneſs; and to avoid every degree of un- 


ö 
neceſſary ſeverity and rigour. Forget not, ; 
that the beſt of chriſtians are, in the preſent | 
ſtate, ſanctified only in part; and that it is 
unreaſonable to expect an abſolute perfection 
of character in your fellow members. Care- 
fully diſtinguiſh the common infirmities of 
human nature, 0 which even good men are 
| ſubject, | 


. 
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ſubject, from thoſe vices which indicate a 
general depravity of character. And do not 
haſtily bring forward, for the animadverſion 
and cenſure of the church, thoſe trifling impro- 
prieties, which ought to be entirely over- 
looked, or which are the proper ſubjects for 
private reproof. Exerciſe that charity toward 
each other, which covereth 4 multitude of 
fins; and which is emphatically ſtyled the 
bond of perfection. In your reproofs and 
cenſures, follow that admirable plan which 
our great Maſter has preſcribed, and which is 
recorded Matthew xviii. 1 5, 16, 17, „ If thy 
brother treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell him 
his fault betweeen thee and him alone ; if he 
will not hear thee, take with thee one or two 
more; if he ſhall negle& to hear them, tell 
it to the church; but if he neglect to hear 
the church, let him be to thee as an heathen 
man and a publican.” Remember you are 
the 


[ 21 
the diſciples of a Maſter who was meek and 
lowly of heart ; and who has taught you, both 
by his precepts and his example, to have 
compaſſion on the ignorant, and thoſe who are 
out of the way. You profeſs a religion, the 
very eſſence of which is gentleneſs and love. 
And when, in the exerciſe of chriſtian diſci- 
pline, you act on the principles of forbearance 
and long-ſuffering ; when you avoid all bitter- 
neſs, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and 
evil ſpeaking; when you are kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one an⸗ 
other, endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace; then your conver- 
ſation, as a religious ſociety, will be as becom- 
eth the goſpel of Chriſt, | 


' SECONDL let your behaviour to your 


fellow-chriſtians of other ſocieties, be as 


N the gol] pel. 
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In all the concerns of religion, every man 
has an unalienable right to examine, and judge 
for himſelf, and to act according to the con- 
viction of his own mind. Chriſtians of other 
denominations have, then, as much right to 
differ from us, as we have to differ from them. 
And whatever importance the violent ſpirit of 
bigotry may affix to thoſe articles of faith, and 
modes of worſhip, reſpectin g which, chriſtians 
differ from each other, it is a fa, that they 
are of infinitely leſs conſequence than thoſe 
things in which they all agree. Beware, 
then, of ſuffering your attachment to your 
oven community, and your own particular 
opinions, to degenerate into a party ſpirit; 
and of ſuppoſing that all religion and virtue 
muſt be confined within the narrow limits of 
the ſociety, or the denomination to which you : 
belong. True chriſtians, by whatever name 
they may be diſtinguiſhed, are all members | 

| - 
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of the ſame body, Jeſus Chriſt is the cenere 
of union to them all, They are all embarked 
in the ſame glorious cauſe; nor is there any 
competition of intereſts among them, to ex- 
cite jealouſy, or create averſion. The goſpel, 
my brethren, breathes a ſpirit of liberality and 
candour. It teaches us that, in every com- 
munity, thoſe who fear God, and work righ- 
teouſneſs, are accepted of him, When we 
conſider all who profeſs the chriſtian religion, 
and prove the ſincerity of their profeſſion by 
an holy life, as our brethren in Chriſt, and 
treat them with fraternal affection, we act in 
a manner becoming the goſpel of Chriſt. 


Turxpry-Let your conduct in your re- 
ſpective families be as becometh the goſpel. 


There are ſome who make a ſplendid pro- 
feflion of religion, and yet are exceedingly 
remiſs in diſcharging the duties of domeſtic 

me lite ; 
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life ; and whoſe eonduct in their own houſes, 
is a perfect contraſt to their profeſſion and 
appearance in the houſe of God. But, can 
that man be a good chriſtian, who is a bad 
member of domeſtic ſociety? No, tis impoſ- 
. ſible. Tam, however, perſuaded better things 
of you, my brethren, though I thus ſpeak 3 
and I hope you will continue to act with 
integrity and honour in the different domeſtic 
Nations in which Providence has placed you. 
Thoſe of you, eſpecially, who are maſters of 
families, will, I truſt, not only regularly join 
with your children, ſervants, and other do- 
meſtics, in offering up their ſacrifices of prayer 
and thankſgiving, to the great parent of mer- 
cies, but you will ſet before them an example 
of ſobriety and temperance, humility and 
meekneſs ; and, by the amiableneſs of your 
manners, and the cheerfulneſs of your con- 


verſation, convince them that the reli gion of 
| Jeſus 
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Jeſus is friendly to thoſe benevolent tempers, 
and kind affections, which are the great ſource 
of domeſtic happineſs. Thus will you allure 
thoſe whom Providence has entruſted to your 
care, into the paths of wiſdom and virtue; 
and thus will your converſation be as becom- 
eth the goſpel of Chriſt. 


FouR THL yY—lIn all your tranſactions in the 
world, let your converſation be as becometh 


the goſpel. 


Confine not your religion to places of 
worſhip, and the immediate exerciſes of devo- 
tion; but let it extend its influence to every 
part of your conduct in ſocial life, Let all 
your tempers, all your words, and all your 
actions, be brought under the control of its 
divine principles. The goſpel expreſsly 
reaches us to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 

| ; Rs 
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| luſts; and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly, in the preſent world. It requires us 
to be upright in our dealings, faithful to our 
engagements, compaſſionate to the afflicted, 
benevolent and kind to all men; in a word, 

to do to others, as we would that they ſhould 
do unto us. And, when our conduct in the 
world is influenced by the principles, and regu- 
hated by the precepts of our holy religion ; 

when we exerciſe the virtues of humility, and 

temperance, obey the laws of benevolence, 

and juſtice, and perform the duties of piety 
and devotion ; or, to uſe the language of the 

prophet, when we do juſtly, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with our God, then our 
converſation is as becometh the goſpel of 
| Chriſt, 


Our time is nearly elapſed but I muſt not 
_ conclude without mentioning ſome of the 
obliga- 
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obligations you are under to comply with the 
apoſle's exhortation ; or rather, ſome of the 
advantages you will ſecure by doing ſo. 


Give me leave, then, to remind you, that if 
your converſation be as becometh the goſpel, 
you will give unſpeakable pleaſure to your 
miniſter. You reſpec his character, you are 
inſtructed and edified by his miniſtry, you 
eſteem him highly in love, for his work's ſake; 
and are willing to do every thing in your 
power to render his connexion with you 
comfortable. Were you to aſk him what is 
the object of his moſt ardent wiſhes? What 
would give him the moſt exquiſite pleaſure ? 
Methinks he would, without heſitation, reply, 
* Only let your converſation be as becometh 
the goſpel of Chriſt. My happineſs depends, 
in a great meafure, on your conduct, Now I 
live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord. What- is 
my 
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my hope, and joy, and crown of rejoicing ? 
are not even ye in the preſence of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, at his coming? If there be, 
therefore, any conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the 
ſpirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my 
Joy.” 

Again; by a conduct becoming your chriſ- 
tian profeſſion, you will do eſſential ſervice 
to the cauſe of religion. Chriſtianity has 
received much more injury from the wicked 
lives. of its pretended friends, than from the 


moſt violent attacks of its avowed enemies. 


Vou, my brethren, ſtand forward in the cha- 


racter of the diſciples of Jeſus, the friends of 
evangelical truth and virtue ; and the honour 
of our holy religion will be wounded, if you 
do not ſupport theſe characters in an uniform 
and dignified manner. If, as a ſociety, you 

| exhibit 
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exhibit to the world a ſcene of bigotry, con- 
tention, and violence; or if, as individuals, you 
live in the practice of impiety and vice, 
you will, as much as lieth in you, harden 
unbelievers in their infidelity, and expoſe the 
religion of your Divine Maſter to contempr. 
And do not your ſouls turn, with indignation, 
from the very idea of acting ſo baſe, ſo ungrate- 
ful a part ? Can you think, without horror, 
of bringing a reproach on the name and reli- 
gion of Jeſus Chriſt, to whoſe beneficence and 
- friendſhip you are under ſuch infinite obliga- 
tions? Do not you feel a tender concern for 
the intereſt of him who loved you, and gave 
himſelf for you, to redeem you from all 
iniquity? Surely a recollection of the 
Saviour's unbounded goodneſs; a grateful 
ſenſe of his dying love, will conſtrain you to 
avoid whatever will injure the credit of his 
religion, and to endeavour, by an holy 
converſation, to reflect an honour on his 
cauſe. 1 per- 
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Permit me to add, that a converſation be · 
coming the goſpel, is eſſential to the peace 
and comfort of your own minds. However 
evangelical our opinions may be, unleſs our 
tempers and conduct be evangelical too, we 
can have no reaſon to conclude that we are 
chriſtians. + A conduct becoming the goſpel 
of Chriſt, is not only the ſtrongeſt proof we 
can give to others, of the ſincerity of our reli. 
gious profeſſion, but it is the beſt evidence to 
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of Chriſt, and intereſted in all the glorious 
advantages of his mediation, Yes, my brethren, 
ſuch a converſation as has been recommended, 
will be a never- failing ſource of exquiſite 
ſatisfaction amidſt all the diſappointments you 
may meet with, and all the afflictions you may 
be called to endure. And when you come 
to walk through the valley of the ſhadow. of 
death, a valley through: which we muſt all 
ſhortly paſs,. this will be your rejoicing,: the 


EF 
teſtimony of your conſciences, that in ſimpli- 
city and godly fincerity, not with fleſhly 
wiſdom, but by the grace of. God, you have 
had your converſation in the world, 


Finally, brethren, whatſoever things are 
true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever. . 
things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report.; if there be any 
virtue, if there be any praiſe, think of, and 
practiſe theſe things. If you value the happi- 
neſs of your miniſter, or the peace and comfort 
of your own minds; if you .with, to pro- 
mote the cauſe of religion in general, or to 
| ſecure the honour and proſperity of your own 
particular ſociety, let your converſation be as 
becometh the goſpel of Chriſt, = 


Taz END. 
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